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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 7-12, 14 and 15 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7-10, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yeo (US 2003/0088646) in view of Takeda (US 6,101,215). 

Considering claims 1 and 8, Yeo discloses a first information processor (102 in 
figure 3) connectable to a network (104 in figure 3) with another information processor 
(100 in figure 3) having a record medium (302 in figure 3) recorded with a video stream 
(movie — paragraph 0022, lines 1-4), the first information processor comprising: a 
command generator (308 in figure 3) operable to generate an object number select 
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subfunction command, which conforms to a standard (when a user sends a request, a 
command is inherently generated — paragraph 0023, lines 8-11 and paragraph 0038, 
lines 8-12) and which requests the another information processor to extract and 
produce a specified video frame (segments of a movie) of the video stream recorded in 
the record medium (paragraph 0020, lines 1-7 and paragraph 0022, lines 1-8), and to 
send the video frame after converting it into still image data (extracted temporal 
snapshots are sequence of images that inherently converted into still image data before 
transmission to client — paragraph 0020, lines 1-7); a command sender (312 in figure 3) 
operable to send the command to the another information processor (100 in figure 3) 
(paragraph 0025, lines 5-19); and an image data receiver (102 in figure 3) operable to 
receive the still image data (temporal snapshots) from the another information 
processor (paragraph 0025, lines 5-19). Yeo further discloses a high performance 
serial bus (paragraph 0017, lines 3-5) and that the network can be any type of 
network connection between server and client (paragraph 0037, lines 1-3). 

Yeo fails to explicitly disclose that the network is an IEEE 1394 network and that 
the generated command conforms to a 1394 specification. 

In analogous art, Takeda discloses that the network is an IEEE 1394 serial bus 
(101 in figure 4a and column 4, lines 51-53). Since the network connection can be any 
type of network including an IEEE 1394, the generated command conforms to a 1394 
specification. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Yeo's system to include an IEEE 1394 serial bus as the 
network, as taught by Takeda, for the benefit of conforming to a standard for 
transferring digital video data. 

As for claim 2, it is met by the combination of Yeo and Takeda. In particular, Yeo 
discloses that the first information processor (102 in figure 3) comprises a video frame 
specifier (308 in figure 3) operable to specify the specified video frame (system 308 
selects from the presented segments of video source frames by responding to the 
user's request, i.e. 638 in figure 6b — paragraph 0025, lines 7-19 and paragraph 0028, 
lines 1-16), wherein the command (the request) includes information about the 
specified frame (the information of each frame that is specified by client control 
subsystem, 308 in figure 3, is inherently included within the request / command). 

With regards to claim 3, it is met by the combination of Yeo and Takeda. In 
particular, Yeo discloses that the video frame specifier specifies one or plural video 
frames (figures 6a and 6b and paragraph 0029, lines 1-17). 

Considering claims 7 and 14, Yeo fails to disclose an output plug specification 
information for outputting the data to another processor. 
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In analogous art, Takeda discloses output plug specification information (oPCR — 
902 (not shown) for transmitting the specified processed data to the data reception 
processing apparatus — column 9, lines 55-59) operable to specify an output plug for 
outputting the still image data from the other information processor, wherein the 
command includes information about the output plug. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Yeo's system to include an output plug specification 
information, as taught by Takeda, for the benefit of transmitting specified processed 
data to the data reception processing apparatus (column 9, lines 55-59). 

Considering claims 9 and 15, Yeo discloses a first information processor (100 in 
figure 3) connectable to a network (104 in figure 3) with another information processor 
(102 in figure 3), the first information processor comprising: a record medium (302 in 
figure 3) in which a video stream is recorded (movie — paragraph 0022, lines 1-4), a 
command receiver (100 in figure 3) operable to receive an object number select 
subfunction command from the another information processor (paragraph 0023, lines 8- 
15) requesting that a specified video frame (segments of a movie) of the video stream 
recorded in the record medium be extracted and generated (paragraph 0020, lines 1-7 
and paragraph 0022, lines 1-8) and that the specified video frame be sent after 
converting it into still image data (extracted temporal snapshots are sequence of images 
that inherently converted into still image data before transmission to client — paragraph 
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0020, lines 1-7); a video frame extractor and generator (300 in figure 3) operable to 
extract and generate the specified video frame from the record medium (302 in figure 3) 
based on the command received by the command receiver (100 in figure 3) (paragraph 
0022, lines 1-15); an image data converter (300 in figure 3) operable to obtain still 
image data from the specified video frame extracted and generated by the video frame 
extractor and generator (paragraph 0022, lines 1-15); and an image data sender (100 in 
figure 3) operable to send the still image data to the another information processor 
(paragraph 0023, lines 15-18). Yeo further discloses a high performance serial bus 
(paragraph 0017, lines 3-5) and that the network can be any type of network 
connection between server and client (paragraph 0037, lines 1-3). 

Yeo fails to explicitly disclose that the network is an IEEE 1394 network and that 
the received command conforms to a 1394 specification. 

In analogous art, Takeda discloses that the network is an IEEE 1394 serial bus 
(101 in figure 4a and column 4, lines 51-53). Since the network connection can be any 
type of network including an IEEE 1394, the received command conforms to a 1394 
specification. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify, Yeo's system to include an IEEE 1394 serial bus as the 
network, as taught by Takeda, for the benefit of conforming to a standard for 
transferring digital video data. 
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As for claim 10, it is met by the combination of Yeo and Takeda. In particular, 
Yeo discloses that the first information processor (102 in figure 3) comprises a video 
frame specifier (308 in figure 3) operable to specify the specified video frame (system 
308 selects from the presented frames by responding to the user's request, i.e. 638 in 
figure 6b — paragraph 0025, lines 7-19 and paragraph 0028, lines 1-16), wherein the 
command (the request) includes information about the specified frame (the information 
of each frame that is specified by client control subsystem, 308 in figure 3, is inherently 
included within the request / command). 



4. Claims 4, 5, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yeo (US 2003/0088646) in view of Takeda (US 6,101,215), as 
applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Nakaya (US 5,585,856). 

Considering claim 4, Yeo and Takeda disclose a method of previewing and 
playing back source video frames (movies). 

Yeo and Takeda fail to disclose an image format specifier. 

In analogous art, Nakaya discloses an image format specifier (5 in figure 3) 
operable to specify an image format of the still image data, wherein the command 
includes information about the image format (column 8, lines 23-28). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined system of Yeo and Takeda to include an 
image format specifier, as taught by Nakaya, for the benefit of outputting a high quality 
image data without increasing the memory capacity (column 2, lines 6-14). 



As for claim 1 1 , it is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 4. 

As for claim 5, Yeo and Takeda disclose a method of previewing and playing 
back source video frames (movies). 

Yeo and Takeda fail to disclose an image size specifier. 

In analogous art, Nakaya discloses an image size specifier (13 in figure 46) lines 
operable to specify a size of the still image, wherein the command includes information 
about the size of the still image (column 24, lines 35-42). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
combined system of Yeo and Takeda to include an image size specifier, as taught by 
Nakaya, for the benefit of obtaining a natural picture with little distortion in the image 
(column 10, lines 12-18). 



As for claim 12, it is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 5. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harun M. Yimam whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7260. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-6000. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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